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(c) Any registry or certificate of registry issued under the author-
ity of this Act to any staff officer shall be suspended or revoked upon
satisfactory proof of bad conduct, inattention to his duties, or the
willful violation of any provisions of this Act applicable to him,
in the same manner and with like procedure as is provided in the
case of suspension or revocation of licenses of officers under the pro-
visions of section 4450 of the Revised Statutes, as amended.

SEC. 6. The sixth paragraph of section 4596 of the Revised Stat-
utes, as amended, is amended to read as follows:

"Sixth. For assaulting any master, mate, pilot, engineer, or staff
officer, by imprisonment for not more than two years."

SEO. 7. The Secretary of Commerce shall prescribe rules and reg-
ulations to carry out the provisions of this Act.

SEC. 8. As used in this Act the term "vessel of the United States"
shall mean any vessel registered, enrolled, or licensed under the laws
of the United States, but shall not include a fishing or whaling vessel
or a yacht.

SEC. 9. The provisions of section 5 (a) of this Act shall take effect
one year from the date of the enactment of this Act.

Approved, August 1, 1939.

[CHAPTER 410]
AN ACT

To prevent pernicious political activities.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That it shall be
unlawful for any person to intimidate, threaten, or coerce, or to
attempt to intimidate, threaten, or coerce, any other person for the
purpose of interfering with the right of such other person to vote or
to vote as he may choose, or of causing such other person to vote for,
or not to vote for, any candidate for the office of President, Vice Presi-
dent, Presidential elector, Member of the Senate, or Member of the
House of Representatives at any election held solely or in part for
the purpose of selecting a President, a Vice President, a Presidential
elector, or any Member of the Senate or any Member of the House
of Representatives, Delegates or Commissioners from the Territories
and insular possessions.

SEC. 2. It shall be unlawful for any person employed in any admin-
istrative position by the United States, or by any department, inde-
pendent agency, or other agency of the United States (including any
corporation controlled by the United States or any agency thereof,
and any corporation all of the capital stock of which is owned by
the United States or any agency thereof), to use his official authority
for the purpose of interfering with, or affecting the election or the
nomination of any candidate for the office of President, Vice Presi-
dent, Presidential elector, Member of the Senate, or Member of the
House of Representatives, Delegates or Commissioners from the
Territories and insular possessions.

SEC. 3. It shall be unlawful for any person, directly or indirectly,
to promise any employment, position, work, compensation, or other
benefit, provided for or made possible in whole or in part by any Act
of Congress. to any person as consideration, favor, or reward for
any political activity or for the support of or opposition to any
candidate or any political party in any election.

SEC. 4. Except as may be required by the provisions of subsection
(b), section 9 of this Act, it shall be unlawful for any person to
deprive, attempt to deprive, or treaten to deprive, by any means, any

98907°--39--T 2--41

Misconduct, etc.

R. S. § 4450.
46 U. S. C. § 239;

Supp. IV, § 239(d)-(g).
R. S. § 4596.
46 U. S. C. § 701.

Assault on master,
etc.

Rules and regula-
tions.

Term construed.

Effective date of sec-
tion 5 (a) provisions.

August 2, 1939
[S. 18711

[Public, No. 2521

Prevention of per-
nicious political ac-
tivities.

Elections of Fed-
eral officials, includ-
ing Presidential elec-
tors.

Intimidation or co-
ercion of voters un-
lawful.

tse of official al-
thority by anyone in
administrative posi-
tion for purpose of
interfering with elec-
tion unlawful.

Promise of benefit as
reward for support of
or opposition to a
candidate or political
party.

Rae, creed, etc.,
dicrimination in work
relief or relief forbid-
den.



PUBLIC LAWS-CH. 410-AUG. 2, 1939

Contributions, etc.,
for political purposes
from persons receiving
work relief or relief
benefit forbidden.

Disclosure of lists
or names of persons
on relief, for political
purposes, unlawful.

Receipt of list un-
lawful.

Relief, etc., funds,
providing loans for
public-works projects,
use to coerce or re-
strain voters forbid-
den.

Penalty for viola-
tion.

Executive depart-
ments, etc.

Interference by em-
ployee of, in an elec-
tion forbidden.

Taking any ac-
tive part in political
management or cam-
paigns.

Exceptions.

President and Vice
President, and Execu-
tive Office personnel.

Heads, etc., of de-
partments.

Policy - determining
officers.

Penalty for viola-
tion.

Membership in par-
ty or organization
advocating overthrow
of our constitutional
form of government
unlawful.

person of any employment, position, work, compensation, or other
benefit provided for or made possible by any Act of Congress appro-
priating funds for work relief or relief purposes, on account of race,
creed, color, or any political activity, support of, or opposition to any
candidate or any political party in any election.

SEC. 5. It shall be unlawful for any person to solicit or receive or
be in any manner concerned in soliciting or receiving any assessment,
subscription, or contribution for any political purpose whatever from
any person known by him to be entitled to or receiving compensation,
employment, or other benefit provided for or made possible by any
Act of Congress appropriating funds for work relief or relief
purposes.

SEC. 6. It shall be unlawful for any person for political purposes
to furnish or to disclose, or to aid or assist in furnishing or dis-
closing, any list or names of persons receiving compensation, employ-
ment, or benefits provided for or made possible by any Act of
Congress appropriating, or authorizing the appropriation of, funds
for work relief or relief purposes, to a political candidate, committee,
campaign manager, or to any person for delivery to a political
candidate, committee, or campaign manager, and it shall be unlawful
for any person to receive any such list or names for political purposes.

SEC. 7. No part of any appropriation made by any Act, heretofore
or hereafter enacted, making appropriations for work relief, relief,
or otherwise to increase employment by providing loans and grants
for public-works projects, shall be used for the purpose of, and no
authority conferred by any such Act upon any person shall be
exercised or administered for the purpose of, interfering with,
restraining, or coercing any individual in the exercise of his right
to vote at any election.

SEC. 8. Any person who violates any of the foregoing provisions
of this Act upon conviction thereof shall be fined not more than
$1,000 or imprisoned for not more than one year, or both.

SEC. 9. (a) It shall be unlawful for any person employed in the
executive branch of the Federal Government, or any agency or
department thereof, to use his official authority or influence for the
purpose of interfering with an election or affecting the result thereof.
No officer or employee in the executive branch of the Federal Govern-
ment, or any agency or department thereof, shall take any active
part in political management or in political campaigns. All such
persons shall retain the right to vote as they may choose and to
express their opinions on all political subjects. For the purposes of
this section the term "officer" or "employee" shall not be construed
to include (1) the President and Vice President of the United States;
(2) persons whose compensation is paid from the appropriation for
the office of the President; (3) heads and assistant heads of execu-
tive departments; (4) officers who are appointed by the President,
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, and who determine
policies to be pursued by the United States in its relations with for-
eign powers or in the Nation-wide administration of Federal laws.

(b) Any person violating the provisions of this section shall be
immediately removed from the position or office held by him, and
thereafter no part of the funds appropriated by any Act of Congress
for such position or office shall be used to pay the compensation of
such person.

SEC. 9A. (1) It shall be unlawful for any person employed in any
capacity by any agency of the Federal Government, whose com-
pensation, or any part thereof, is paid from funds authorized or
appropriated by any Act of Congress, to have membership in any
political party or organization which advocates the overhrow of
our constitutional form of government in the United States.
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(2) Any person violating the provisions of this section shall be
immediately removed from the position or office held by him, and
thereafter no part of the funds appropriated by any Act of Congress
for such position or office shall be used to pay the compensation of
such person.

SEC. 10. All provisions of this Act shall be in addition to, not in
substitution for, of existing law.

SEC. 11. If any provision of this Act, or the application of such
provision to any person or circumstance, is held invalid, the remain-
der of the Act, and the application of such provision to other persons
or circumstances, shall not be affected thereby.

Approved, August 2, 1939, 11:50 a. m., E. S. T.

[CHAPTER 411]
AN ACT

To provide for the regulation of the sale of certain securities in interstate and
foreign commerce and through the mails, and the regulation of the trust in-
dentures under which the same are issued, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representaties of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Act entitled
"An Act to provide full and fair disclosure of the character of
securities sold in interstate and foreign commerce and through the
mails, and to prevent frauds in the sale thereof, and for other pur-
poses , approved May 27, 1933, as amended, is amended by adding at
the end thereof the following:

"TITLE III
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"SHORT TITLE

"SEC. 301. This title, divided into sections as follows, may be cited Trust Indenture
as the 'Trust Indenture Act of 1939':
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